
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Why are young people important? 
Young people are important to us because they are important to God.  To phrase it simply, God loves 

teenagers.  He knows the awesome fun of being young and is acquainted with the excitement of being with 
friends, going places, and trying new things.  There are lots of examples in the Bible of God working in the lives of 
children and young people.  Joseph, Miriam, Gideon, David, Daniel, and Timothy are just a few powerful examples 
ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ   

God knows, however, that being a teenager in the United States today can be overwhelming.  The 
combination of a life filled with fast-paced, image-based, short attention media all targeted directly at young 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŜŜǊǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ 
bombardment of mixed messages and conflicting advice for young people and God understands their situation.  
He also knows that they have difficulties and realizes that a staggering amount of young people deal with the pain 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōǳǎŜΦ  Lǘ ōǊŜŀƪǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ȅŜŀǊƴ ŦƻǊ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
relationships ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ  DƻŘ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
to get into alcohol, illegal drugs, crime and sexual misconduct.  Other students slip into depression or suffer from 
ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ  DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻƴ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ǘŜenage pregnancy, and suicide to 
know that being young has its own set of difficulties.   

He knows that young people are still being formed.  He sees that young people are crying out for identity 
and a sense of belonging.  He understands that an adolescent is still developing in many areas and that the 
teenage years are crucial for establishing a life long relationship with Christ.  He knows that most of those who live 
their lives in service to Him begin this lifestyle in their youth.  As a matter of fact, He knows all there is to know 
about young people, all of their qualities and quirks, all of their strengths and struggles, and He loves them. 
¸Ŝǘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Him.  In spite of all their symptoms and problems, what they need most is the 
love of Jesus.  We live in a nation teeming with young people who have a desperate need for the love of Jesus.  At 
times the need for young people to find and experience God may be overlooked, but the need is ever present and 
becoming more serious everyday.   

Young people in the United States represent not only a powerful force in culture and commerce, but an 
incredible tool for the advancing of the Kingdom of God.  

  

Why is CMA looking to minister to young people? 
Because of the need. 

The overwhelming need for young people to find Jesus pushes us to consider what part we 
should play in reaching young hearts for the Kingdom of God.  Certainly there are thousands of churches 
and hundreds of para-church organizations all focusing on young people, but with over 1000 chapters in 
local areas all over the United States, CMA has a unique foundation from which to reach out to our 
nations youth population.  

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because we can make a difference. 

The members and families of CMA are a powerful and anointed force that could be used to 
show many young people the love of Christ.  Our dream is to begin a focused youth outreach in each 
chapter across the country.   These local youth movements would provide teenagers with opportunities 
for fun, worship, discipleship, and service.  Led by a CMA member from within the local chapter, the 
local youth movement would not only be an exciting youth program, it would be a valuable link to the 
heart, people, and ministry of CMA, bringing the generations together in attempts to work side by side 
in changing the world one heart at a time.  Who would be better to reach out to teenagers, who at times 
can be rebellious and hard headed, than bikers who have had their lives turned upside down by the love 
of Jesus?  

 

Why call it a movement? 
It probably seems most obvious to name this work a youth ministry, but maybe there is another 

ǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀǿŀƪŜƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ   
The dictionary defines a movement as a group of actions for a cause.  The CMA youth movement should 
be defined, not by nifty programs that we can provide for young people but by the actions that these 
young people take in advancing our common cause, the Kingdom of God.   There is tremendous 
potential in the young people of every generation and history has proven that when young people unite 
things happen. 

There have been a number of famous youth movements in history.  Long before the 
Revolutionary War there were movements led by adults and comprised of many young calling for an end 
to British oppression and tyranny.  At the turn of the last century, Susan B. Anthony led a movement to 
ƎƛǾŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ олΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǎƻƭŘ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ 
for the big newspaper barons in New York City led a movement to increase their wages and improve 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻƻǊ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ  tǊƻōŀōƭȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ wƛƎƘǘǎ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎ ǿƘŜn 
young African-Americans took the lead in a movement calling for the end of racial segregation and equal 
rights for minorities.  Even today there is a huge youth movement in Britain calling for the wealthy 
nations of our world to cancel the debts of smaller 3rd world nations.  Young people, when organized 
and focused, can change the course of history.   

Defining what CMA does or provides for young people in this light, opens the imagination for 
great accomplishments for the Kingdom of God.  If all we look at is what CMA can do for young people 
(minister to them) we may miss the awesome truth of what teenagers can do for the Kingdom of God.  
²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǳǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛǘ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƳΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ 
would the scale of impact be if a network of grass-roots youth cells all focused on winning their peers to 
Christ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


